
 

 

                                 Independent Pool and Spa Service Association 

IPSSA Fort Worth 
Volume 11, Issue 4         April 2010 

Newsletter available on -line www.ipssafortworth.com  

Training Manuals  

IPSSA members and non-members, our nationally recognized IPSSA 
training manuals are available. There are even workbooks as well. On 
line testing is provided and graded as soon as you finish. These books 
have been certified and written for IPSSA by Robert W. Lowry. Many 
of the pool industry books you have read and heard about he has 
produced. The IPSSA manuals are at a great price for all. The books are 
available at the chapter meetings or just contact us. The prices are listed 
below as well as the workbooks (sold separately). There is no cost for 
the online testing. 

1. IPSSA Basic Training Manual ð Part 1 Chemicals 
a. Member price is $ 24.95 
b. Workbook price is $6.95 
c. Non-member price is $49.95 
d. Workbook price is $12.95 

 

2. IPSSA Basic Training Manual ð Part 2 Equipment 
a. Member price is $ 24.95 
b. Workbook price is $6.95 
c. Non-member price is $39.95 
d. Workbook price is $12.95 
e.  

3. IPSSA Intermediate Training Manual ð Part 1 Chemicals 
a. Member price is $ 24.95 
b. Work book price is $6.95 
c. Non-member price is $49.95 
d. Workbook price is $12.95 

 

4. IPSSA Continuing Education Series ð Pool Chlorination Facts 
a. Member price is $ 24.95 
b. Non-member price is $29.95 

Save the Date! 

April  5 , 2010 
Call Jason for location  

April  20 th 6:30pm 

 

La Playa Maya 

Restaurant 

1540 N. Main Street, 

Fort Worth, TX 76106  

click here for map 

Member Meeting 

Officer Meeting 

Other Upcoming Events 
 

April 1
st
 ς !ǇǊƛƭ CƻƻƭΩǎ 5ŀȅ 

April 2
nd

 ς Good Friday 

April 4
th

 - Easter 

April 15
th

 TAX DAY 

April 22
nd

 ς Earth Day 

May 5
th

 - Cinco de Mayo 

 

 

 

From the president  
TEXAS STATE LAW  

 

Continued on page 4 

Everyone knows the law for all pool 
professionals to have a  

(1) residential installerõs license  

(2) contractors license  

was in effect since last year. 
The enforcement date was 
March 1st.  We have already 
had a òstingó on one of our 
members last week. The well 
educated company answered 
all the right questions. He did 

not commit to doing 
electrical work, because 
while he is in training for  
and applied for the license, 
He does not at this time have 
it.  He also turned down even 
looking at the job and 
refused to give out our 
website or any other 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1540+N+Main+St,+Fort+Worth,+TX+76106,+USA&sa=X&oi=map&ct=title
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Electrical Code 
680.25 Feeders 

FEEDER: All circuit conductors between the service equipment, the source of a separately derived system, or other power supply 
source and the final branch circuit overcurrent device. 

These provisions shall apply to any feeder on 
the supply side of panelboards supplying 
branch circuits for pool equipment covered in 
Part II of this article and on the load side of the 
service equipment or the source of a separately 
derived system. 

(A) Wiring Methods. Fee ders shall be installed 
in rigid metal conduit, intermediate metal 
conduit, liquidtight flexible nonmetallic 
conduit, rigid polyvinyl chloride conduit, or 
reinforced thermosetting resin conduit. 
Electrical metallic tubing shall be permitted 
where installed  on or within a building, and 
electrical nonmetallic tubing shall be permitted 
where installed within a building. Aluminum 
conduits shall not be permitted in the pool area 
where subject to corrosion. 

Exception:  An existing feeder between an 
existing remote panelboard and service 
equipment shall be permitted to run in flexible 
metal conduit or an approved cable assembly 
that includes an equipment grounding 
conductor within its outer sheath. The 
equipment grounding conductor shall comply 
with 250.24(A)(5). 

(B) Grounding. An equipment grounding 
conductor shall be installed with the feeder 
conductors between the grounding terminal of 
the pool equipment panelboard and the 
grounding terminal of the applicable service 
equipment or source of a separately derived 
system. For other than (1) existing feeders 
covered in 680.25(A), Exception, or (2) feeders 
to separate buildings that do not utilize an 
insulated equipment grounding conductor in 
accordance with 680.25(B)(2), this equipment 

The instulated equipment grounding 
conductor can be aluminum or copper and 
is required to be installed in a raceway. It 
should be understood that for an existing 
remote panelboard, the 680.25(A) Exception 
permits an approved cable assembly with 
an insulated or covered aluminum or 
copper equipment grounding conductor. 
See Exhibit 680.8. 

Swimming pool equipment supplied by a 
separately derived system is covered in 
680.25(B). Where a remote panelboard 
supplying a pool is supplied by a separate ly 
derived system, the rules covering the 
grounding conductor apply only to the 

grounding conductor shall be insu lated. 

(1) Size. This conductor shall be sized in 
accordance with 250.122 but not smaller 
than 12 AWG. On separately derived 
systems, this conductor shall be sized in 
accordance with Table 250.66 but not 
smaller than 8 AWG. 

(2) Separate Buildings. A feeder to a 
separate building or structure shall be 
permitted to supply swimming pool 
equipment branch circuits, or feeders 
supplying swimming pool equipment 
branch circuits, if the grounding 
arrangements in the separate building meet 
the requirements in 250.32(B). Where 
installed in other than existing feeders 
covered in 680.25(A), Exception, a separate 
equipment grounding conductor shall be an 
insulated conductor.  
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680.25 Feeders ð continued  - 

feeder between the separately derived 
system and the panelboard, not all the way 
back to the service, which might be high 
voltage. 

The general rule in 680.25(B) requires an 
equipment grounding conductor to be 
installed between a panelboard serving 
swimming pool equipment and the service 
or the source of a separately derived system. 
Section 680.25(B)(2) allows pool equipment 
to be supplied from a remote panelboard in 
a separate building where an insulated 
equipment grounding conductor is installed 
with the feeder circuit conductors run from 
the service (or derived system) to the 
panelboard and where the installation 
complies with 250.32(B). See Exhibit 680.9 

Continuation next month ð 
Source: NEC 2008  
The electrical license 

application form is 
available at 
www.apectexas.org 
right on the front page.  

Exhibit 680.9 Grounding requirements per 
680.25(B)(2) for remote panelboard and swimming 
pool equipment located in a structure remote from the 
service equipment. 

Exhibit 680.8 An existing remote panelboard supplying new 
pool equipment. A raceway is not required for this 
application if the e xisting feeder wiring method contains an 
insulated or covered equipment grounding conductor.  

http://www.apectexas.org/
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Which type of chlorine has the highest pH? 

a) Liquid  

b) Trichlor 

c) Gas  

d) Cal hypo 

 

2. Muriatic acid is the name given to 31% sulfuric 

acid. 

a) True  

b) False 

 

3. To lower total alkalinity you add: 

a) Sodium sesquicarbonate  

b) Soda ash 

c) Lithium hypo  

d) Acid 

 

 

 

 

4. The National Spa and Pool Institute states that 

the free available chlorine level in a pool should be 

between: 

a) .5ð1.5 ppm  

b) 1.0ð2.0 ppm 

c) 1.0ð3.0 ppm  

d) 2.0ð4.0 ppm 

 

5. Adding cyanuric acid will not affect the total 

alkalinity in a pool or spa. 

a) True  

b) False 
 
 

 POOL QUIZ    

companies to the lead.  You must be very 
carful answering any calls, especially if you 
do not know the true source. Just say ònoó.   I 
know it is the hardest word in a small 
business manõs vocabulary. Learn it, try it, no 
not on your wife, and donõt go getting me in 
trouble.  Here is a list of things you must do 
now!  

1. Apply for your test. DO NOT LIE on 
your paper work to the state. They 
will run several checks on you. It is a 
very likely if you have a criminal 
record or are late/behind on 
alimony/child support payments 
that the state will not allow you a 
license. Lying on the paper work 
may also get you in jail. Fill in every 
line. 

2. Carry the card from PSI with you at 
all times, this will act as a get out of 
jail free card. You have 12 months in 
which to pass the test. 

3. Keep any receipts from training with 
you as well.  (they will not citation 

you if you sho w an effort to get your 
license) 

4. Do not apply for your contractorõs part 
until you have the Appliance installers 
passed. (once you do pass, then apply, 
you will be required to show proof of 
insurance at that time) 

5. Get a copy of the 2008 NEC book, with 
labels 

6. attend as many classes as you think is 
necessary 

7. study the book, the exam of 85 questions, 
of which 5 are not gradable 

8. you will have 4 hours to take the test, 
more if you figure out the five questions 
that are not TIMED, mark those and go 
back to them as many times as needed to 
help you find the correct answers to the 
others. 

9. you will only be able to take in the 
testing center your keys, (of which will 
be put into a locker while testing), and 
the 2008 NEC book, as I understand all 
copies are now acceptable. They will 
supply a pencil and a sheet of paper. 

10. ONLY high light or under line in your 

Continued from Page 1 

Find answers on page 6 

From the president  TEXAS STATE LAW  

 

Continue on Page 7 
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Fort Worth IPSSA Board Increases  

 

OFFICERS 

Jason S. Lehmann - President    817-605-0194 

Greg Clark  - Vice President     817-453-1302 

Ken Hamilton  ð Secretary    817-268-8438 

Tina Lehmann ð Treasurer    817-991-0555 

 

Online Testing  
Fort Worth IPSSA members have stepped up 
to help the chapter with the anticipated 
increase in membership, anticipated because 
of the new licensing and insurance 
requirements. John Powers, Pool Aid Inc., 
and Tony Martinez, Tonyõs Pool Service will 
also help the chapter with education and 
fund raising. Want to help?? Have any 
suggestions?? Let Jason know. òYouõre on 
your own but youõre not alone.ó 

Splash 

The IPSSA Water Chemistry Certification Exam is 
based on IPSSAõs Basic Training Manual-Part 1. 
We have training manuals and workbooks 
available so you can get yourself prepared. 
Contact us at info@ipssafortworth.com The exam 
is offered on-line at no cost. To take the exam on-
line, write to exam@ipssa.com or call 888-360-9505 
to obtain a log-in ID and password.  

Å When requesting a log-in ID and password, we 
will need your ful l name, company name, mailing 
address, telephone number, e-mail address, and 
the name of the chapter you wish to join (if 
known).  

Å You will receive your log-in ID and password no 
later than the next business day.  

Å The IPSSA Water Chemistry Certification Exam 
contains 50 questions.  

Å You may refer to your copy of the IPSSA Basic 
Training Manual -Part 1 when taking the exam, but 
you only have 60 minutes in which to complete it.  

Å During the 60 minutes you can go back and 
change answers. You will not be able to answer 
any questions after your 60 minutes expire.  

Å You must get 90% or more of the questions right 
in order to pass. After you have completed the 
exam on-line, you will be notified of the results 
immediately.  

Å There are a limited number of times you can 
take the exam with the same log-in ID and 
password. 

 

 

John Bush ð John Bush Pool Co., became the newest 
IPSSA Fort Worth member at our March member 
meeting. Welcome aboard. 

 Lance Rust ð Certified 
Pools a longtime IPSSA member, officially joins the 
Fort Worth chapter. Lance personifies what being an 
IPSSA member is all about. He has been involved with 
so many IPSSA functions, trade shows, education and 
safety projects, boards and service as an officer that 
they canõt be all listed here. Weõre lucky to welcome 
him to our chapter.  

 

 COMMITTEE  

John Powers  - 817-453-5426  
Tony Martinez   - 817-825-6684  
 
Webmaster and Newsletter Editor  

Ingrid Slagle  ð 817-595-1167 

mailto:clarkhico@aol.com?subject=IPSSA%20Newsletter
mailto:kenspoolrepair@aol.com?subject=IPSSA%20Newsletter
mailto:tsplash@att.net?subject=IPSSA%20Newsletter
mailto:azpowers@sbcglobal.net
mailto:tmart1147@peoplepc.com
mailto:ipahl@sbcglobal.net
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Be seen in the IPSSA Fort Worth 
Newsletter. Be a Chapter Supporter 

Chapter supporters receive a small ad in our 
newsletter all year long. You will always be 

welcome at our member meetings 

and we will be happy to run any 

article in the newsletter you wish to 

submit.  

Supporter dues $  250.00/annually 

Advertising prices: Special ads can be 

placed in individual issues or you can 

òrentó space for an entire year. You 

can change the ad in your space 

anytime you wish:  

Full page ads Ȥ $ 1,000.00  

Half page ads Ȥ $ 600.00  

Quarter page ads Ȥ $ 400.00  

Inserts $ 50.00 up to 3 per year  

Business Card size ads Ȥ $ 100.00 

 

For more information  

Jason S. Lehmann - 817Ȥ605Ȥ0194 

MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS  

To qualify for membership, you must meet the following 
standards: 

   Be self-employed or employed in the 
pool and spa service and repair business and 
derive more than 50% of your income from it.  

   Attend as a prospective member three 
consecutive meetings of the chapter you seek to 
join (the one in the closest proximity to your 
route). Click here to find the chapter nearest you. 

   Agree to and participate in sick route 
coverage pursuant to your chapterõs Standing 
Rules. 

   Maintain liability insurance. IPSSA 
members may obtain group liability insurance 
through an IPSSA-affiliated company. Click here 
for more information on insurance.  

   Pass IPSSAõs Water Chemistry 
Certification Examination.  See above for more 
information on the exam.  

   Meet any additional requirements as 
may be required by IPSSA Inc. or your chapter. 

All IPSSA members are encouraged to maintain current 
business and professional licenses required in their 
geographic locations. 

No chapter in your area? In states where we already have 
chapters established, it only takes ten people to start a 
new chapter. Please contact the regional director for 
information and assistance. 

How do I apply for membership?  

Contact the chapter nearest your route for specific 
information on its requirements. This may include a 
written test or oral interview. Membership applications 
are only available through the chapter.  

Click here to find the chapter nearest you. 

Expansion into other states is a goal for IPSSA, and the 
process involves many steps, many volunteers to get it 
started and much time. If you can help IPSSA in this 
process, contact our executive office. In general, 200 
members are needed to establish IPSSA in a new state. 

What is the cost of joining IPSSA?  

Initiation fee (set by each chapter) and monthly fees, 
which include chapter dues, insurance premiums and 
other fees. 

Features on IntelliFlo  

Dramatically reduces energy consumption by up to 90%, 
typically saving hundreds each year  

Reduced operating noise 

Automatically monitors and adjusts to pool conditions to 
provide the longest service life of any p ump in its class 

Links to additional water features and equipment to offer 
expanded control capabilities 

 

Territory Sales Manager  

Heidi Amos   817-874-3903 

http://www.ipssa.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=5&Itemid=35
http://www.arrowinsuranceservice.com/
http://www.ipssa.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=5&Itemid=35
http://www.ipssa.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogsection&id=5&Itemid=35
mailto:heidi.amos@pentair.com
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POOL QUIZ ANSWERS: 
 

1. A - Liquid 

2. B - False 

3. D - Acid 

4. C- 1.0ð3.0 ppm 

5. B - False 
 

NOT IN ATTENDANCE FOR March  

M EMBER MEETING : 
 
Gorilla Spa Service, G & D Pool ands Spa, Carefree 
Pool Service, All Star Pools, Pool Patrol, Tony's 
Pool Service,  Paradise Pool Care, Kelly's Complete 
Pool Care, A-1 Spas & Pools of Texas, Alliance 
Pools & Spas, and Blue Heron Pool Service 
 
Please call Ken Hamilton at 817 283-2468 if you 
have any questions. 
Standing Rules, Article VII Section B, allows just 
one absence per calendar quarter, but never two 
consecutive absences, even in adjacent quarters. 
 
Ken Hamilton - Chapter Secretary 

book. Any thing else and the book goes 
away until you leave.  

11. Set the test time for as early as possible, so 
you can finish.  

12. Call the testing center ahead of time, to 
verify their rules; every center is a little 
different.  

Other good to know items;  

1. If you are caught doing electrical work, 
you can be cited for up to three different 
levels.  Each level can increase the fine, up 
to $5000 each, or a $25000 fine, cease 
operation and close of business for 2 years. 
Even jail time. Carrying tools, having 
them on you, bidding for work (in person 
or over the phone) doing the work, 
invoicing, etc. if you are caught they will 
inspect your truck, your client, and your 
accounting for as much as 4 years back. 
Any evidence will get you a fine.  

2. You will need to label your working 
trucks, all your paper work, business card, 
door hangers, web site, etc. 

3. I have already been contacted by electrical 
companies informing me that only they 
can now do the service work, and have 
been given the stateõs phone number to 
turn in òPool Companiesó 

4. You must have a contractorõs license to 
invoice customers, so even if you pay an 
electrician to do the work, only they can 
invoice the customers, and must have all 
their paperwork on file with the state. You 
can even go online and see who has the 
proper licenses. 

 

Scared yet?   Sorry, we all must comply. If you 
have pool òcleanersó whom never touch anything 
electrical, they do not need to worry. Better not 
have any of the wron g type of tools on their truck.  

ALL IPSSA members will be required to have on 
file a license. IPSSA will enforce this sometime this 
year.   

Rumor central. 

 Every one has heard so many rumors 
about what is ok and not. Or maybe even that 
TDLR might not enforce this until September. 
TDLR has not signed that nor will write it down. 
The LAW is the LAW.  

Your IPSSA chapter will help every member get a 
proper license, those willing to help others, step up 
and help us out. Our motto is òYou are on your 
own, but not aloneó 

 

Jason S Lehmann 

President IPSSA Fort Worth 

 

From the president  TEXAS STATE LAW  

 

Continued from Page 4 
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March Member Meeting  

Electrical Class  

As we all know by now the State of Texas is 
requiring all of us to obtain a òR.A.I.L.ó 
Residential Appliance Installers License. 

Any work on any electrical equipment will 
require this and the T.D.L.R. (Texas 
Department of Licensing and Regulation) is 
promising to come down on anyone doing 
this work without a license. Fort Worth 
IPSSA is considering holding a class, 
probably on a Saturday, to go over some 
basic electrics and to get some feedback 
from IPSSA members that have taken the 
test. Please call Jason, Greg, Tina or Ken if 
you have any interest in a class. If enough 
people feel this would be beneficial we will 
put something together.  

Splash  

ATTENTION ALL MEMBERS  

HEATER INVOICES, we still have a little 
time to let Jon Gartner (RayPak/Rheem) 
know how many heaters you sold last year. If 
you didnõt sell enough to make a quota for 
your company, Jon can combine them and do 
something for the IPSSA Fort Worth chapter. 
Please call Jason 817-605-0194 and let him 
know itõs ok for Jon Gartner to verify your 
heater purchases at your supplier ð EVEN IF 
YOU ONLY SOLD ONE HEATER, they will 
add up and benefit our chapter  

 

Splash 

 

 

Ric Hart , a long time IPSSA Fort Worth 
supporter  and regular at our monthly meetings, 
will be moving to San Antonio for Zodiac Pool 
Systems. This represents a move up for Ric, but 
we are sure going to miss him. We wish him the 
best and hope he comes to visit sometime. 

Brad Stoker, Jenny Hill and 
Keith Coy with Hayward have 
been and continue to support 
our chapter, Thanks Guys 

Marshall Davis with 
Natural Chemistry had 
new products to show 
us. Thank you Marshall  

Kevin Tucker took and passed the 
electrical license test and was telling us 
what to expect. 


